
Help yourself to refreshments

Welcome! ☺



Phonics learning, speech and early reading in 

Foundation Stage





▪ How important is children's speech and language 
development for school life?

▪ What skills do children need before phonics? Why is 
speaking & listening so important? 

▪ What is phonics? What is the correct terminology to 
use? How do I pronounce phonemes?

▪ How is phonics taught in F1? Reading in FS1
▪ How is phonics taught in F2
▪ Reading in FS2- How to listen to your child read their 

phonics books and use their letter sounds bags
▪ Resources to support speaking and reading at home



Constant long term use of dummies can 
damage teeth, affect speech and give an 

increased risk of ear infections. 

Getting rid of dummies throughout the day encourages more talk and helps 
speech development. 

Research shows that children who begin nursery/school with 

good speech skills have a better chance of excelling at school

“I began limiting the times and places my little girl was allowed 
her dummy. I explained that she wasn’t allowed it in the car, or 
in the shops but she was allowed it at bedtime”







Phonics in F1 



Phonological Awareness
Phonological awareness is “the ability to perceive and manipulate sounds. Phonological 
awareness includes four levels of sound: word awareness, syllable awareness, onset-rime 
awareness, and phoneme awareness” (Cunningham & Zibulsky, 2014, p. 446).



Stages of Developing Phonological Awareness
Five levels of skills and understanding make up phonological 

awareness. David Chard and Shirley Dickson (1999)

https://doi.org/10.1177/105345129903400502


What areas are taught in phase 1 phonics?

Listening and remembering 

to sounds

Tuning into sounds

Talking about sounds



How can I help my child at home 

with phase 1 phonics?





What reading looks like in F1 



Stages 3-4 for literacy



Phonics in F2



Phonics involves the skill of matching the
sounds of spoken English (phonemes)
with individual letters or groups of
letters (graphemes).

The English language has a great 
inconsistency between grapheme and 
phoneme relationships. The adoption of 
words from various languages, has lead 
to a system with many exceptions to 
spelling rules and ambiguity in letter-
sound correspondence, requiring 
readers to rely more on word-specific 
patterns and less on simple letter-by-
letter decoding

The sound k is spelt as c, k, ck





Pronunciation of Sounds



Using pure sounds…

• Pronouncing each letter sound clearly and distinctly (pure 
sounds) without adding additional sounds to the end e.g. ‘f’
not ‘fuh‘. This makes it much easier for children to blend 
sounds together to read.

s-u-n                       v               suh-u-nuh



Blending and Segmenting

Blending is joining the sounds together. We use this in order to
read a word.

Segmenting is listening to how a word sounds and splitting it up into 
phonemes. We use this in order to write the word.

We use robot arms to help with segmenting.



What does a F2 phonics lesson look like?



Your child brings home a Bug Club
phonics books based on the sounds and
words they know.

These are books that are fully decodable
so they can apply what they have learnt
during phonics lessons when reading at
home.

Reading a book vs been read to…

What reading looks like in F2



We allocate online 
Bug Club books to
children’s personal
accounts.



Listening to your child reading their phonics book 



Top reading tips!

▪ Remind your child if a word is a tricky word, try to decode what they can
using their phonics then highlight the irregular part e.g. ‘my’ - the child
knows the sound ‘m’ and the ‘y’ is the irregular tricky part.

.

You can try to encourage them to use
the pictures to help them or even cover
the pictures if they are guessing whats
on the page!

Encourage them to track the words
with their finger as they read along
and sound out decodable words and
model how to do it if they need
support.



▪ If your child is reluctant to read, think about the time of day you read with them.
Share the reading - I’ll read a sentence and then you read one.

Please ensure your child brings 
their book bag with reading book 
and diary inside, to school each 
day.

Listening to your child read to you at least 3 x a 

week is perfect practise.



▪ .

Read regularly at home with your child, 

reading stories to them is the best way to 

promote a love of reading and share a 

special time together.

Be patient and positive giving your child lots
of encouragement, remember they are just
embarking on their reading journey and
have a lot of new skills to learn! Make it fun.

A library card is free and visiting the library is a 

great activity to do on a dull day in the school 

holidays! Make it an exciting experience choosing 

your own books. 



Typical comments might include:

Engagement: Sam enjoyed this book and liked the funny ending.

Fluency: Sam was able to blend the following words: jet, fox and bell by 
herself. Sam was able to read some sentences independently and with
increasing fluency.

Comprehension of the text: Sam was confident answering questions about
the main character. Sam was able to predict what could happen next. Sam
knew the meaning of the words: ‘sip’ and ‘kip’.

Segmenting & Blending: Sam tried really hard to segment all of the words in 
the book. Sam struggled with blending phonemes together. Sam could not 
recognise “my” as a tricky word and needs more practise.

Phonemes: Sam needed help with the following sounds: u, y, j. 



How to use the letter sound cards in your child's 
book bag (for reading and writing)  



Building words with letter sounds





How can I help my child at home with phase 2 

phonics?



Reading reward

Reading chart in classes with stamps/ stickers to 

highlight each childs read on the class chart

• Children who have read 3-5 times get 1 lottery ticket. On 
Friday pupils lottery tickets are put into a hat… one child 
will win the reading prize for that week.   



End of year expectations at F2



End of year expectations at F2



Teach Your Monster to Read is a free app. The game
takes children on a journey through the graphemes
(letters) rehearsing recognition, blending and
segmenting, read irregular words and sentences.

All Alphablocks episodes are on BBC iPlayer to watch 
and show great examples of segmenting/blending 
practise.



https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk

https://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/literacy.html

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/literacy.html


Please help yourself to the resources on 

the tables

Thank you for listening ☺


