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	Theme
	Our Big Question
	Big Concepts
	Core Texts
	Hook
	Enrichment and Experiences

	MARVELLOUS ME!
	Who lives with us?
	Happiness · Belonging · Trust
	All About Me · Owl Babies · Autumn & Harvest · a wide range of nursery rhymes
	Autumn walk
	Harvest & Autumn Festival; Remembrance; Diwali; Nativity performance



	Area of learning
	Autumn unit focus
	Consolidated knowledge (“To Know”) statements – end-points for assessment
	Development Matters (3–4 year olds) anchor

	Communication and Language
	Talking About Us
	To know how to listen to sounds in the environment.
To know how to talk about myself and my family (mum, dad, sister, brother, grandma, grandad).*
To know how to follow an instruction.
To know new vocabulary from picture books and rhymes.
	Use a wider range of vocabulary. Understand a question or instruction that has two parts.

	Personal, Social and Emotional Development
	Rules & New Friends
	To know the classroom rules and how to stay safe.
To know how to make new friends.
To know how to play with other children.
	Increasingly follow rules. Play with one or more other children, extending and elaborating play ideas.

	Physical Development
	Moving & Hand-Eye
	To know how to move in different ways.
To know how to use small equipment to improve hand-eye coordination (beanbags, hoops, small balls).*
To know how to develop balance and core strength.
	Continue to develop their movement, balancing and ball skills. Use large-muscle movements.

	Literacy
	Sounds, Songs & Rhymes
	To know how to join in with sounds, songs and rhymes – Phase 1 (environmental sounds, rhythm and rhyme, alliteration).*
To know that pictures and print carry meaning.
To know how to develop gross motor control for writing.
	Develop their phonological awareness. Understand the five key concepts about print.

	Mathematics
	Numbers & Comparing
	To know how to notice numbers around me.
To know how to compare big/small and heavy/light.
To know how to explore capacity (full, empty, half full).*
To know numbers to 5.
	Say one number for each item in order to 5. Make comparisons between objects relating to size, length, weight and capacity.

	Understanding the World
	Family, Owls & Homes
	To know who is important to me and about my family.
To know the parts of the body and the five senses (sight, hearing, smell, taste, touch).*
To know how to sort animals and talk about habitats (feather and fur; owl, farm animals; nest, den, burrow).*
To know that people celebrate Diwali and Christmas.*
	Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s history. Explore collections of materials with similar and different properties.

	Expressive Arts and Design
	Colour & Performance
	To know how to recognise and explore colour (red, yellow, blue and mixing to make new colours).*
To know how to paint from observation.
To know how to perform in the Nativity.
To know how to sing songs from other cultures.
	Explore colour and colour-mixing. Sing the melodic shape of familiar songs.


Every day: stories, singing and nursery rhymes; Squiggle While You Wiggle; Phase 1 phonics (Phase 2 for children who are ready); Talk for Writing retelling; purposeful role play; enabling continuous provision indoors and out. Characteristics of Effective Learning are assessed continuously through observation.
* Suggested detail highlighted in the LTP for EYFS team QA: confirm, amend or replace before the Knowledge and Assessment Grids are built.
Autumn 1: Marvellous Me! (weeks 1–7)
	
	Week 1
	Week 2
	Week 3
	Week 4
	Week 5
	Week 6
	Week 7

	Unit / focus
	Welcome to Nursery
	My Family
	My Body and My Senses
	Autumn Walk (hook)
	Autumn Colours and Weather
	Harvest
	Autumn Review and Celebration

	Text, hook and enrichment
	All About Me. Settling in, key person, routines.
	All About Me. Family photos from home.
	All About Me. Sensory walk and tasting table.
	Autumn & Harvest. Autumn walk launches the term.
	Autumn & Harvest. Leaf den and woodland small world.
	Autumn & Harvest. Harvest & Autumn Festival.
	Autumn & Harvest. Review of Autumn 1; class memory book.

	Weekly overarching learning objective
	We are learning to feel safe and settled and to say who we are.
	We are learning to talk about the people who are important to me.
	We are learning to name parts of my body and use my five senses.
	We are learning to notice and talk about the changes in autumn.
	We are learning to describe autumn colours and weather.
	We are learning how food grows and why we say thank you at harvest.
	We are learning to remember and talk about what we have learned this half term.

	Communication & Language
	Join in with name and welcome songs; talk about myself; follow one-part instructions in routines.
	Talk about my family (mum, dad, sister, brother, grandma, grandad); new picture book words.
	Name body parts and senses; follow a two-part instruction (touch your nose, then clap).
	Listen to sounds on our walk; use autumn words: leaves, crunch, acorn, conker.
	Describe what I see, hear and feel (windy, crispy, cold, wet).
	Use harvest words (apple, carrot, potato, bread); say thank you to a friend.
	Recall our favourite autumn and harvest learning in order; follow two-part instructions in games.

	Personal, Social & Emotional
	Learn the routines and rules; find my name, peg and key person; play alongside others.
	Make new friends: ask to join in and play with one other child.
	Follow the rules to keep myself safe; take turns in sensory play.
	Walk safely with a partner; follow outdoor rules and stay with my group.
	Play with others in the leaf den, extending ideas together.
	Share and give kindly; belong to our school at the Harvest Festival.
	Reflect on new friends; follow rules and routines; extend play ideas with others.

	Physical Development
	Move freely indoors and outdoors using large-muscle movements (ribbons, dance, chalk).
	Balance and core strength; use beanbags and hoops to build hand-eye skills.
	Move in different ways (stretch, curl, roll); throw and catch small balls.
	Walk, run and jump through leaves; balance on logs; scoop and carry.
	Sweep and rake leaves to build hand-eye control; dance like falling leaves.
	Fine motor: peel, chop soft fruit, pour and thread to build hand control.
	Move in different ways; use beanbags, hoops and small balls with growing control.

	Literacy
	Share All About Me; pictures carry meaning; join in with name rhymes (Phase 1).
	Listen to environmental sounds; handle books (front, back, turn pages).
	Rhythm and rhyme in action songs; alliteration with body words.
	Phase 1 environmental sounds; autumn rhymes; share Autumn & Harvest.
	Rhyme and alliteration (crunchy, crispy); large-scale mark making for gross motor control.
	Share Autumn & Harvest; join in harvest songs and rhymes (Phase 1).
	Revisit favourite songs, rhymes and stories; make a class book with photos (print carries meaning).

	Mathematics
	Notice numbers around me: name labels, pegs, number lines; count in routines.
	Count family members to 5, saying one number for each.
	Compare big/small and heavy/light; count fingers and hands to 5.
	Collect and sort leaves by big and small; count up to 5.
	Fill and empty containers with leaves: full, empty, half full; compare heavy and light.
	Count fruit and vegetables to 5; compare heavy and light baskets.
	Compare big/small and heavy/light; count to 5 in games; explore full, empty, half full.

	Understanding the World
	Who is in our class? Talk about me and what I like; explore our new space.
	Who is important to me? Share family photos and begin my own life story.
	Parts of the body and the five senses: sight, hearing, smell, taste, touch.
	What is changing? Explore collections of natural materials, same and different.
	Explore materials with similar and different properties; notice the weather.
	Where does our food come from? Sort fruit and vegetables; taste using senses.
	Revisit family, body and senses, the autumn walk and harvest; make a memory display.

	Expressive Arts & Design
	Explore paint and mark making freely; sing welcome songs together.
	Paint my family from observation using red, yellow and blue.
	Sensory painting and printing; sing action songs.
	Leaf printing and rubbing; observational drawing of leaves.
	Mix red, yellow and blue to make autumn colours; paint a tree from observation.
	Sing harvest songs; print with vegetables.
	Paint an autumn picture from observation, mixing red, yellow and blue; sing favourite songs.

	Key vocabulary
	name, me, friend, class, key person
	family, mum, dad, sister, brother, grandma, grandad
	body, head, hands, eyes, ears, nose, mouth, touch, smell, taste
	autumn, leaf, tree, acorn, conker, crunchy, wind
	orange, brown, red, yellow, rain, windy, full, empty
	harvest, farm, grow, fruit, vegetable, apple, thank you
	remember, favourite, autumn, harvest, friends, learn


Autumn 2: Owl Babies, Celebrations and Nativity (weeks 1–7)
	
	Week 1
	Week 2
	Week 3
	Week 4
	Week 5
	Week 6
	Week 7

	Unit / focus
	Owl Babies: Feelings and Trust
	Owl Babies: Night and Nests
	Diwali and Remembrance
	Animals and Their Homes
	Nativity Preparation
	Nativity Performance and Christmas
	Reflect and Celebrate

	Text, hook and enrichment
	Owl Babies. Story and puppets.
	Owl Babies. Talk for Writing story map.
	Diwali. Remembrance.
	Owl Babies. Farm animal visitors or toys.
	Nativity performance. Christmas.
	Nativity performance. Christmas celebrations.
	Review of Autumn 2. Cosy winter celebration.

	Weekly overarching learning objective
	We are learning to talk about how we feel and that our grown-ups come back.
	We are learning to retell a story and talk about where owls live.
	We are learning that people celebrate and remember in different ways.
	We are learning to sort animals and talk about where they live.
	We are learning to perform and sing together.
	We are learning to perform proudly and celebrate with others.
	We are learning to remember and talk about all we have learned this term.

	Communication & Language
	Join in with repeated story phrases; learn new story words (nest, branch, owl, hoot).
	Retell Owl Babies using a story map and actions.
	Talk about celebrations with a friend; listen to a simple Diwali story.
	Describe animals and where they live; learn new words (burrow, den).
	Learn Nativity songs and words; follow two-part instructions in rehearsal.
	Perform with a clear voice; talk about what I enjoyed.
	Talk about favourite learning using new words; follow two-part instructions.

	Personal, Social & Emotional
	Make friends and trust that grown-ups return; follow our routines.
	Play with others in the nest, extending ideas together.
	Belong and respect: families celebrate in different ways; take turns.
	Care for living things and share resources kindly.
	Build confidence; wait for my turn; belong to our team.
	Be proud of myself and my friends; manage excitement.
	Reflect on new friends; follow rules and routines independently.

	Physical Development
	Balance along tree-branch beams; build core strength.
	Throw beanbags into nests; climb and balance to build hand-eye skills.
	Fine motor patterns in rangoli (chalk, sand); move to Diwali music.
	Move like different animals in different ways.
	Move to music; use actions and dances with control.
	Fine motor: wrap, thread and decorate; move to music.
	Move in different ways; use small equipment with growing control.

	Literacy
	Share Owl Babies; know how books work; join in with rhymes.
	Alliteration and rhythm in owl rhymes; make marks to tell the story.
	Make a Diwali card; pictures and print carry meaning; listen to instruments.
	Animal sounds and rhymes (Phase 1); listen for rhyming words.
	Share the Nativity story; rhythm and rhyme in songs.
	Make Christmas cards; mark making shows meaning.
	Favourite songs, rhymes and stories; join in with Phase 1 activities.

	Mathematics
	Count the owl babies and objects to 5, one number for each.
	Compare big, middle and small owls; sort and count to 5.
	Count diyas and lights to 5; make simple patterns.
	Sort animals by size; count to 5; one number for each.
	Count in songs to 5; match numbers to objects.
	Fill and empty stockings: full, empty, half full.
	Count to 5 and compare size, weight and capacity in games.

	Understanding the World
	Who lives with us? Talk about my family and home.
	Habitats: look at nests; talk about feather and fur.
	People celebrate Diwali; Remembrance: poppies and a quiet moment together.
	Sort animals: feather and fur; owl and farm animals; nest, den, burrow.
	People celebrate Christmas: customs and stories.
	Christmas celebrations; talk about how they are like Diwali.
	Revisit family, senses, autumn, owls and celebrations; make a class book.

	Expressive Arts & Design
	Sing owl songs; act out the story with props.
	Collage owls with feathers; paint a night scene mixing colours.
	Rangoli and colour mixing; sing songs from other cultures.
	Make animal masks; paint animals from observation.
	Rehearse the Nativity; make props and costumes; sing together.
	Perform in the Nativity; make festive collage.
	Choose favourite songs and paintings to share; celebrate together.

	Key vocabulary
	owl, nest, branch, mummy, worried, back
	night, dark, moon, feather, big, small, retell
	Diwali, light, diya, rangoli, celebrate, poppy, remember
	feather, fur, nest, den, burrow, farm, habitat
	Nativity, perform, stage, baby, star, sing
	Christmas, celebrate, gift, stocking, proud, perform
	remember, favourite, friends, learn, celebrate
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